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Contact: Ray Carlisle, chair, Martin Luther King Jr. committee, (406) 243-4202.
UM EVENTS CELEBRATE LEGACY OF M ARTIN LUTHER KING JR .
MISSOULA The University of Montana will celebrate the dream of Martin Luther King Jr. with a
series of events Jan. 29-Feb. 2. All activities are free and open to the public.
A clergyman, civil rights leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, King was assassinated
in Memphis, Tenn., in 1968. His “I Have a Dream” speech is often cited as the most stirring
oration in U.S. history.
“Many college students today, without having lived through the civil-rights movement,
take for granted the relative degree of social progress we have achieved in the United States,”
said Ray Carlisle, chair of the UM Martin Luther King Jr. committee. “So it’s important to
understand our past, and to continue to look for solutions for the future.”
Events kick off with Angela Davis presenting the President’s Lecture at 8 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 29, in the University Theatre. Her lecture is titled “Martin Luther King Jr. and
the Activist Continuum.”
Known for her work to combat all forms of oppression in the United States and abroad.
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Davis came to national attention in 1969 by being removed from her California teaching
position for her social activism and involvement in the Communist Party. In 1970 she was
placed on the FBI’s 10 Most Wanted List on false charges that culminated in one of the most
famous trials in recent history. She is active still as a writer, scholar and activist/organizer.
The next event is a film presentation of “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 31, in the North Underground Lecture Hall. Introduced by UM history
Professor Michael Mayer, the film gives an interesting look at ’60s attitudes on race that still
has relevance today. The movie features a liberal, white couple - having taught their daughter
that all people are created equal, regardless of race or religion - who are forced to put their
platitudes to the test when she unexpectedly brings home a black doctor and announces that
they’re engaged.
Kurds Lamkin will present an evening of West-African music and original poetry at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, in the University Center Theater. His performance will include
selections from his CD “El Shabazz,” and he will recite original poetry and play the kora, a
21-stringed West African harp/lute.
Lamkin, an African-American poet-musician from Charleston, S.C., has been published
in numerous magazines and anthologies. He has performed for National Public Radio and was
a featured poet for PBS’ “Fooling With W ords” special, as well as performing at the Gullah
Festival in Hilton Head, S.C.; the Geraldine Dodge Poetry Festival in Waterloo, N.J.; and the
Guggenheim Museum in New York City.
The Rev. Denise Rogers of Bozeman, executive director of the Montana Hate-Free
Zone, will present a revival and call to students at noon Friday, Feb. 2, in the University
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Center south atrium. Her performance will include both lecture and music as she discusses the
meaning of the civil-rights movement to college students in the new century.
Rogers’ diverse experience includes stints as a chaplain in an AIDS hospice, an actress,
a singer, a social worker, a campus minister and a college lecturer. She holds a master’s
degree from Princeton Theological Seminar and a social work degree from the College of New
Rochelle in New York.
Another event involves Volunteer Action Services, which trains students through the
Martin Luther King Jr. Nonviolent Conflict Resolution Program. These students then will visit
area elementary schools in February and March to train young people how to solve their
problems peacefully.
All the events are sponsored by the UM Martin Luther King Jr. committee, the UM
Excellence Fund and the President’s Office.
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